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4859 Atwell Road 

Shady Side, Md 20764 

Principal:  Mrs. Melissa Brown 
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Principal’s Message: 

It’s hard to believe we are already in the month of November. So much 

has been happening, yet it feels as if the school year is flying by. Students are really in the 

swing of things and are working hard. Teachers continue to collect data through a variety of 

formats to plan for instruction, group students, and provide differentiation. Teachers in 

grades 1-5 have been working on F&P testing to get good information about reading levels 

and students’ strengths and areas for growth in reading. Students in grades 2 and 5 will 

participate this month in CogAT testing which is part of the GT Identification process. 

Report Cards for 1st Quarter will be available this month, and we will hold picture retakes. 

Please see the calendar portion of this newsletter as well as our PTO newsletter for 

information about many upcoming events such as Spirit Nights and Book Fair. 

 

Continue to work with your child to set aside time for self-selected reading as well as time 

with iReady and First in Math. Talk with your child about their day, ask them to share  

what they are learning or talk about what they are reading. You are a valuable part of your 

child’s school success. 

 

We also ask that parents check masks for proper fit, wash reusable cloth masks regularly, 

and send spare masks in with your child. Students are doing a good job with trying to  

keep masks on properly, but sometimes, ill-fitting masks require constant tugging to  

keep them in place. We have a limited supply of masks to replace ones which break or get 

unexpectedly soiled. 

 

The end of the month will find us celebrating Thanksgiving. We are thankful to all of  

you for all of the ways you support your students, our staff, and our school. We hope 

that every family in the Shady Side Elementary community has an opportunity to rest, 

relax, connect with family and friends, and celebrate those things for which you are 

thankful. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Dates to Remember 

November Upcoming Events 

 

7 Daylight Savings Time Ends. 

11 Veterans Day 

11&12 Two-hour early dismissal.  

End of first marking period. 

12 Spirit Day – Superhero Day 

19 Fall Picture Retake Day 

22 Two-hour late arrival.      

(Parent/Teacher Conferences) 

 

23 Two-hour early dismissal 

(Parent/Teacher Conferences) 

 

24-26 Schools & Central Offices closed. 

Thanksgiving Holiday. 

 

30 Vision and Hearing Screening 

 

 

December Upcoming Events 

 

8 Two-hour early dismissal. 

 Professional Development. 

 Project Unity Day – Wear Orange 

 

24-31 Schools closed for students. 

Christmas/Winter Break.  Schools closed 

for students. 

 

 

 

          School Meals 

 
 

All school meals (breakfast and lunch) are free to 

all students effective Sept. 8th 

through the last day of school June 2022.  

 

The school menu can be found on the AACPS 

website. The menu is subject to change. 

 

Even though meals are free for all students this 

year through a special grant, all families are 

asked to complete the Meals Application form. 

This will assist with Federal funding. Also, 

completing an application this year could, if you 

meet the criteria, entitle your child to free meals 

at the start of next school year until an 

application for the new school year is submitted. 

 

 

 

  Important Reminder! 

 
Online Emergency Card 

Verification 

 

If you haven’t already done so, please 

complete your child(ren) Online 

Emergency Card Verification. If you do 

not have your child’s PIN number to 

complete the form, please call the school 

at 410-222-1621. 

Little Bulldogs Preschool Program 

Preschool Openings for 3 and 4-year-olds at 
Southern High School in the Little Bulldogs 
Preschool Programs. Tuition for the entire 
year is $80. Monday – Friday 7:50 a.m. to 
12:15 p.m. Please contact Maryann Civita for 
more information - mcivita@aacps.org 

 

Fall Welcome 

 

Thank you to Mohan Grover of 

Renno’s Supermarket for 

donating the mums and 

pumpkins adorning our front 

walk. Our front looks very festive 

and welcoming with these items 

from Greenstreet Growers. 

Thanks again, Mr. Grover. 

mailto:mcivita@aacps.org


  

School Start Times 

The AACPS Board of Education has voted to revise school start times for the 

2022-2023 school year. Our current start time is 9:15 am. The change, which 

will begin next year, indicates that elementary school must begin between 8:00 

and 9:00 am, so this will mean a guaranteed change for Shady Side 

Elementary. No final decisions for specific school start times have been made, 

and we will update this information to school families as more details are made 

available.  
 

October Scholars of the Month 

Congratulations! 

 
Pre-K - Mrs. Shryock – Fiona Walsh  3rd Gr. – Mrs. Duval – Bryce Barnett  

Kind. - Mrs. Auth – Wyatt Turri   3rd Gr. – Ms. Maloney – Leon Cherry 

Kind. - Mrs. Beukers – Beckham Demont  3rd Gr. – Mr. Tuttle – David Rodas-Castro 

Kind. - Mrs. Kaye – Ivan Mendez   4th Gr. – Mrs. Dustin – Elise Witmer 

Kind. – Mrs. Pannell – Melia Ovitt   4th Gr. – Mrs. Howell – Lucy Moses 

Kind. – Mrs. Mitchell – Josie Huston  4th Gr. – Mrs. Parks – Riley Small 

1st Gr. – Ms. Connolly – Brooke Volta  5th Gr. – Mrs. Jamison – Madison Hall 

1st Gr. – Mrs. Sturgell – Lily Drennan  5th Gr. – Mrs. Niederhauser – Christian Walters 

1st Gr. – Mrs. True – Carter Walker   5th Gr. – Mrs. Weckel – Olivia Owens 

1st Gr. – Mr. Witmer – Alice Gardner  Music - Mrs. Witmer – Owen Thomas 

2nd Gr. – Mrs. Anderson – Kaylee Rivera  Triple E - Mrs. W/S – Eliza Moore 

2nd Gr. – Ms. Brown –  Olivia Bolyard  Triple E – Mrs. Kochanski – Harper Giddings 

2nd Gr. – Mrs. Fladung – Lily Dustin   Art - Mrs. Drennan – Julian Bedard 

2nd Gr. – Ms. Serena – Charlotte Dohne  Art - Ms. Shryock – Samantha Doris 
         P.E. – Mrs. Bacon – Gracelynn Jackson-Parks 

          

 

 

 

 

Attendance Alert 

 

We wanted to make sure parents were aware of the impact on attendance 

when students leave early. We understand some parents do not want to wait 

in the car rider line or for students to get home on the bus. However, any 

time a student leaves even a minute before our regular dismissal, they are 

marked as an Early Dismissal, and this goes on their permanent attendance 

record. Additionally, students are missing valuable instructional time, as 

instruction does not end until 3:40 each day. Please make every effort to 

have your child arrive on time (in the building, ready to learn by 9:15) and 

stay for the entire day. 
 



 

November 1st is National Family 

Literacy Day 

Families who read together succeed 

together! 

 

Reading to children expands their 
attention span and yours. Read chapter 
books even to your youngest child. They 
may drift off to sleep, but they are 
listening, and their attention span will 
lengthen.  You can read well above a 
child’s level, and they will still listen and 
comprehend. 

Here are some ideas to celebrate 

the day! 
 

• Visit the library and get a library card. 

• Create a reading nook in your home. 

• Start a tradition of reading time at home. 

• Explore new genres with your children 

• Have a spelling bee night. 

• Play Scrabble or other word games. 

 

https://nationaldaycalendar.com/nation
al-family-literacy-day-november-1/ 

 

iReady Monthly Challenge 

 

The AACPS Goal is for 

students to engage in  

i-Ready Reading 30 – 45 

min per week.  The names 

of students who complete 

the goal will be displayed 

on our iReady Reading 

Rocks Display outside the 

Media Center.  At the end 

of the month, the student 

with the most minutes per 

grade level will receive a 

reward.  In the event of a 

tie, we will have a raffle 

to determine the winner. 

 

 

     Literacy News 
    Mrs. Blundell & Ms. Whalen 

 



 

Guidance News 
Ms. Blandford 

 

 
Happy November everyone! 

 

During our Human Relations meeting in October, we decided that our Spirit Day for 

November will be November 12th.  It is Superhero Day!  Cannot wait to see our 

superheroes next Friday.   

 

Last month we celebrated our amazing custodians, cafeteria staff, and our IT 

Specialist.  This month we will celebrate our very wonderful School Psychologist,  

Ms. Ritts on November 8th.    

 

Our Harvest for Hungry Drive continues for a few more weeks.  If you’d like to donate, 

you can send cash, or a check made out to SSES.  So far, we have collected over 

$500.00.  Thank you to everyone who has contributed.   

 

During the month of November, I will be visiting each classroom twice for guidance 

lessons.  The following topics will be discussed: 

 

Pre-K and Kindergarten: Bullying Prevention and I messages 

Grade 1: Bullying Prevention and Making Good choices 

Grade 2: Respecting Differences and Social Justice 

Grade 3: Substance Abuse and Prevention 

Grade 4: Substance Abuse and Prevention 

Grade 5: Substance Abuse and Prevention 

 

 
 

 



  

   Cultural Arts News 

EEE - Mrs. W-S and Mrs. Kochanski 

   

Fall Greetings to our Friends and Families, 

Our students continue to work on their project-based learning units.  

•  Pre-K & Kindergarten:  Habits of Mind - our little scholars are learning techniques in class 

to share their ideas and learn from each other.  Highlights in this unit include learning about 

how to ask questions (What?  Why?  When?  How?  Who?) 

 

• 1st and 2nd Grade:  Maker Space:  designed by Me!  Our “Makers” learned some pretty big 

idea words:  construct, deconstruct, reconstruct, and re-purpose while enjoying literature 

that supports this theme.  Students have made their “plans” in the form of artful 

blueprints, and then are constructing based on their plans after a feedback loop with their 

peers.  We will continue to explore and engage in the development of plans and then 

constructing based upon them. 

 

• 3rd - 5th Grade:  Take a Seat! ~Design a Chair ~ At this point in our unit, all students have 

selected their “clients” and are using an empathy framework to design a functional chair for 

them.  Creativity abounds as each student learns about their clients by discerning visual 

clues from their client cards.  Examples of their clients include a giant, a mermaid, a 

merman, a pirate, a time traveler, an ice queen, a robot, a circus acrobat (who wants to 

become an auto mechanic), an alien, a knight, a fairy, and a ninja. 
  

At this point, we are about halfway done with each of these units. 
 

We look forward to hearing from you and send each of you joyful wishes for a beautiful fall season 

with friends and family. 
 

 Creatively Yours, 

Mrs. W-S and Mrs. Kochanski 

kwolfstone-smith@aacps.org                               jkochanski@aacps.org  

410-222-1621, x5528                                      410-222-1621, x5563 

 

mailto:kwolfstone-smith@aacps.org
mailto:jkochanski@aacps.org


  

   Cultural Arts News 

Art – Ms. Shryock 

 
Hello SSES artists and families! 

 

Happy November! As we get into the colder months we start to work on a few seasonal 

projects as well as participating in some art exhibitions.  5th and 4th Grade students will be 

participating in the 5th George Washington Birthplace National Monument art exhibit 

while one 3rd or 2nd grade student will represent Shady Side Elementary in Winter 

Wonderland exhibit at the Westfield Annapolis Mall. 

 

In Ms. Shryock’s classes, students have been pushing themselves creatively as well as 

demonstrating the three R’s!  If you are still interested in your student participating in 

Artsonia feel free to email Ms. Shryock at pmshryock@aacps.org with your student’s 

grade, teacher, and name to be added. 

 

Here are some additional projects students are creating! 

 

5th Grade – Art for a Cause (Each class will have a final piece that will be presented at 

the 5th George Washington Birthplace National Monument art exhibit in Monument, Va.)  

4th Grade – Radial Designs (A grade level piece will be presented at the 5th George 

Washington Birthplace National Monument art exhibit in Monument, Va.) 

3rd Grade – Mixed Media Winter Wonderlands 

2nd Grade – Seasonal Cacti 

1st Grade – Symmetry in Nature 

Kindergarten – Emotional Shape Characters 

Pre-Kindergarten – Mixing colors and shapes 

mailto:pmshryock@aacps.org


  

   Cultural Arts News 

Media – Mrs. Guy and Mrs. Priebe 

All grades: It's that time of year: Book Fair 
time! Students in all grades will be viewing a 
preview of books available to them at the Book 

Fair. We will try to add many of these titles to 
our library collection so they can check out what 

they aren’t able to purchase. The Book Fair will 
run Monday, November 15- Friday, November 
19. Students will visit the Book Fair on their 

Media Day, or another assigned day (TBD). The 
Book Fair will also be available online. More info 

to come! 
 
Grades K- 2: These students have been learning 

about fiction and nonfiction, author and 
illustrator, and locating books in the media 
center using call numbers. We are especially 

enjoying sharing books about Autumn, 
Halloween, and Thanksgiving! 

 
Grades 3-5: Upper elementary students have 
been focusing on using online databases for 

research- how to find the correct source and the 
information we need. Also, we have been looking 
at what criteria we use to choose a book to read 

for personal enjoyment.   

 

Music – Mrs. Witmer 
 
It is hard to believe that we are already 
approaching the end of the first marking 
period! I wanted to share that our new 
Online Music Textbook is now accessible 
through ClassLink: look for the icon that 
says “Quaver Music.” Students in 4th and 
5th grade have explored a bit during Music 
Class and have really enjoyed it! I look 
forward to sharing engaging music activities 
with students in other grade levels this year! 
In the coming month, Pre-K will explore 
contrast in music in terms of dynamics and 
tempo. Kindergarten and 1st Grade will 
engage in the rhythmic concepts of 
long/short sounds and steady beat. 2nd 
Graders will continue working on their 
singing skills through the use of solfege 
syllables (Mi, So, La) and play singing 
games. In 3rd Grade, we will explore meter 
and tempo and begin naming the pitches on 
the Treble Staff. 4th Graders will interact 
with form through listening, moving and 
composing. Lastly, 5th Grade students will 
work on their rhythmic reading and 
improvising skills by participating in a Drum 
Circle. Students in the 4th and 5th Grade 
Chorus are working hard and making 
beautiful music together. We have already 
started two of our pieces for the Winter 
Concert, and I look forward to starting the 
third and final piece next week! Chorus 
students can access all of our music 
through the Chorus Brightspace page, 
accessible through ClassLink. I encourage 
students to practice their music at least 
three times per week! 

 

Physical Education – Mrs. Bacon 
 
Congratulations to the following classes for earning their Golden Sneaker:  Ms. Connolly, Mrs. Fladung and  

Mrs. Serena!  Remember to have your child wear sneakers on PE days! 

 

This month students will be working on Cardio Drumming.  All grades are learning how we can increase our heart rate 

to make it stronger.  Grades 3-5 are even creating their own drumming routines! 

 

After Cardio Drumming, all grades will enter their fitness unit.  PK-2nd will focus on heart health while 3-5th will learn 

about the components of fitness:  Muscular Endurance/Strength, Flexibility, Cardiovascular Endurance. 

 
Please continue to encourage your children to stay active as the weather cools! 

 


